~4gter,’
Hon'ble the prime MimdS¥®T) \
Government of Indiay
New Delhi.

Esteemed Madam,

We take 1libe
honour for favour O
early remedial actiont;"
interests of the Countt. e
« epeTfCTIC2 as & sovereign independent
After India's e”eréqz the people of Ladakh whose welbeing

- Cin 1
democratic country ii‘ng 2he eutoeratic rule of the Maharaja,

remained ignored dur tic set-up of
: ~ a better deal in the democratic s p
started looking for @ howover, take long for the Ladakhis to
toslise that the State Authorities looked upon the backward
areca of Ladakh as a part ¢l the State whieh did not deserve to
be treated at par with its other counterparts. This innate
apathy on the part of the 'State Government prompted the people
of Ladakh to send a delegation to Delhi in 1949 and apprised
the late lamanted Prime Minister pt, Jawaharlal Nehru of the
abject poverty and backwardnsss of the people of Ladakh and
praying for Ladakh being Centrally pdministered. The Late
Prime Minister while appreciating the demand of the delegatlon
councelled patience and assured it of Central Action at, —
appropriate time. The demand for Central Administration was
renewed in 1962 1in- the wake of Chlnese Aggression but it was
again put off to an opportune time, t ’

to place tpg following facts before your
¢! youl Very gympathetic consideration and
hich 1s ngcegsitated in the larger
r's integrity and security.

The entire period since independence witnesed misrnlé in
"the Digbrict in such caloulabcd muves on the part of ths State
Government which not only reflected its indifferencée towards
the backward and poverty stricken people-of the area but which,

~ih.the long rur, would shake the very foundation and integrity-~

of the‘Country.- It has never been the concern of the State .
Government to think in thz terms of ammeliorating the lot df

(]

‘the people inhebiting an area which is not only sensative but
- doubble the size of the rest of the State. The following facts

would substantiate these juct and genuine allegations of the
people of Ladakh against-its rullers. IR

1. ADMINISTRATIVE MISRUIE:

Before cealilg wico tiAi s anﬂ Oﬁher subjects in the
memorandum it may be respectfully submitted that what follows

. 1s not the expression of ony communal bias in our mind and our

submission should not’ ve misunderstud or misinterpreted as
attempts to spread and project communal virus in the body A
~plitics of the State but we have beeh compelled to make these
Submissions ofcourse whittling down our grievances'in this
macter to the minimum,

'

The District from the Deputy Commissioner and downwards
ha: mostly remained uncer the charge of the Muslim offiecers
from Srinzgar. Ye are sorry to say that efficisesney apart
these officers are hostile to _the loeal Buddhist po ulation
and indulge in expliotation of the wopgt pattern, These officers:
worx with = set and proclaimed Policy of- victimising the
Buddhist population ignoring that tpd legitimate demands and

rights ani openly adopting means gpng
brought untold suffering to t Buddh§0%ng acts which hasllinp
them to leeve the State With thg ultims population compe g

them %o 2 regligable minority, 4 ate object of reducing
giplélit%onneven at this ts}t‘.ag‘iico gh Ehj_s element of loeal
wstrict, Trere,1s a systamelig Utes the majority in the
< £ £-=.Bol ajority
ég;bc%r%:tlie_ -n the Distric,_‘co adoptcy followed.by the State
Thepsi ons %o pursuade Burll..hi!;té.’ indire ot means by way O
i até olficers at Ieh aspeap Th: dcome convert -{o T51am
et gtﬁrec§1ons from bigher augyTough the{p nda toas
B TX Buddhist on th: ona hand”rities Yo conduet a tion
.and Bugq 'gieatzddégge
Zont s a ) -
SITTTINA 2
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such 7 2
thers Policy of devide and rule resor?h.
BUddhiS;s g%aggeagthorities hag not gnly led ‘to the emergence [
to by the rties 1P the District thereby weakening the
two Congress pa utes h: organisation but it has 2lso giv.n
otherwise strong TVWep rmony and fraternal relatiofs amongst
2 blow to the unity, £ the area. In such a state of affalrs
various communitti.‘lgeo sople is delebratedy being finished, it
vhen the unity o2 topeJCpect the people to stand as one man
would be difficul e porders as they did during the Chines:
and defend the stra Res oration of unity among various sections
or Pak aggrissj‘oﬁéﬁon is, therefore, of prime importance for
of t?e %OC? Iggﬁa a9 a unified secular country, In order, _
SO e to attain this vital objective which 1s being defeat :

: d presently in the Distriot, the District

the misrule perpetuate
Egédseto be takgn gvor centrally and neat and efficlent
administrative machinary provided for it., One the State

suthorities succeed in thair designes, this area which 1s
at present a strong hold of secularism would ve converted into
a communal hot bed and ~ a strnng pro-Pak base. It 1s
therefore, in the National Interest that that such anhealthy
political trends in such an area are checked before things
become unmanagable. ,

2. ECONQOMIC BACKWARDNESS:

The economic backwardness of tle Distriet needs to be
seen to be believed, Th2 so called development programmes
initiated in the area have yielded no tengible results, The
enormous funds provided by the Centre for Development Projects
of the Area have literally gone down the draln. The poor .
Ladakhi is still in the grip of abject poverty when the peoplae
belonging to the Kashmir and Jammu have become more prosperous o
than any people in other parts of t he country, The Ladakhi has %
no hand in the re-shaping and re-building of his home land
which he thinks the Buddha alone can save. More pitiable 1s ths
plight of the ‘people of Zanskar and Chang-thang, These areas
as also some parts of Kargll Tehsil present an inexpressible
picture of backwardness, Egverty, disease and illitracy, The
plight of the people of these areas particularly, is a blot on
the fair face of India which is wedded to a Soclalistie Pattern
of Society. The apathy of the local administration towards ths
development of the area 1is testified by the faet that huge suns
are either delebrately allowed to lapse or are diverted towaris
areas -inhebited predominently by the other community. To guote
an instance, the amount of Rs.60,000/~ earmarked for development
of the most backward area oi Chang-thang during 1971472 under
"~ 11 GRASH SCHEME '' was diverted arbitrarily towards Kargil

wsCSe

3, EDUCATIONAL BACKWARDNESE:

The people of the District are by and large illitrate.

There being no college in the Distriet the poor boys and girls
find it difficult to pursue higher education outside the
Distrioct. It is a calculated State Rollcy not to open avinues
of Higher education for the PoﬁﬁiLadakhiS. No- Scholarship :
facility is available for Ladgc s who are gstudylng outside tho
state and the lumpsum ass1stall®® provided for heir studies
within the State 1s too inadequate tq attaract students for
higher studieg. There is no dirth qp g y ST S

girls in Ladakh. All that they laé gnted young boys anq

to prove their merit. It 1s not inergq n is ths opportunity
area 1ike ladakh and the backWardng .. ible that for a vast
college has po- far been ostablishgq P ©f its people, no

in view of the ganoral poverty nf th;n the Distriet and that
gag eiford nMgher education ab Srip, People, very faw boys
alculated policy adopted by the g far, It is evedently a

legitinate share of the Ladakhls 1JafelgUthorities to grab
3er sorvicas an ths

Oz
11‘dn......'P/S......“"..
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aparent pretext of nonavailability of suitable hands

4. TRANSPORT & GOMMUNIC T1ON:

tate G

All these years “‘9,,2 mstriﬁirﬁiﬁtahﬁitd»?gfikpg?"ﬁé°3“Y
nothing in conne cting temm in the area worth the oty
There is no transport SYS¥L, T f 73 name and as
sueh pony continuas £o be.t o pr ncipal mode of transport in
most parts of the pistricie L?e Eostal communicakion system 1is
also far from satisfactorV gn« the same needs to be improved
considerably. For econnmil evelopment of the area particularly
the baclkward area of La(lakhé an effective transport system int. --
linking all areas by wheeled trafic and the worth the name
communication system 1s a prec<sing need but the state authoriti. ;
have completely ignored +1.is asyect algo., The lack of 1n1£iativﬂ7
on the part of administration is refleated by the fact that foz
construction of Kargil 7ansker Rcad &t a distancee of 110 K.M,S,
it has taken from 1962-63(to construct a strip of 50-56 Kilo
Metres) till date. Providence alone knows when the remaining
strip would be completed.

5. Agriculture:

v

Agriculture is the main occupation of the people of the
District. As it is, the main source of irrigation at present ic
the melted water from glaciers; and snow bound mountains.
Failure of rain or snow results in daought in the area, The
State Government has taken no positive steps in digging cannals
for irrigation purposes. Such a step would also help in bringir-
fallow land under the plough and thus lncrease productivity in
the area which could not only become self sufficient in matter
of food stuffs but would also enable to meet defence requirement,
in the area. These comsequently would help stop air-1lifting of
food stuffs for defence requirements at high cost.

6. FORESTS:

moting forests in this geherally barron area,
ties posted at Ieh have pursued a conserted
+ treesandi consuming them as fuel, There

Instead of pro
the forest authori

olicy of felling popla
gs vigtually no ponlgr “rec 127t in the area which was the only
timber available for constructlon purposes. Whar adverse effact

such a step have left on the »uilding projects of the District
is understandable and need LOv asg such, be over emphasised. This
is another instance of inefficlency and mal-administration in

Distriot. /
7. Animal Husbandary:

v everyrne's Iknowledge that Ladakh was a
majo;tPézhgiii giggﬁging areca sometimes back. As no step has)ﬂ~
b taken in promoting growth of live stocks particularly she
né, gos thep te of wool pusimina production has suffered a
2o goatS,t b ;a Promotion of animal husbandry is now all the
soTdon S aasary with the pushmina Producing Chang-thang area
ﬁéri necessazy the chinose. If proper attention was glven to
aving gone to roduction of Pushmina wool in particUln.,

1 tock wing and D
1iv30318cn05r2n1ygup11ft the District oconomically but would
b nC he mecwen of the Pushmina Industry which garns quite lar 2

amount of foreign exchnnﬁef gﬁéthe other hand, fabulous sums avr-

spent and lent to poople 0l ©J° Valley for shsep farming aht

sheep breading most of Whift g Mlsugsad by the benafiseries in

collusions with tho adminls r§11VG machinary, Due to the

indifferent atitude of thal“?Liorities, the ﬁushmine Industry

which, not long ago, DPOViLO;,ﬁuW Matorial for finished

gﬁgguggg 12 bhe Szﬁt?’ hﬂfoghlossl{y got erased in ihe District.

ustry could have VO°0 GVe |, .

State authorities not no glectur “h':geglgéui:f;il{hgagaggeof

C’\“td........4/.-0...0--.-
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f ctS 5 ova We ur ge upon
b ViewtOf gﬁzidgr our ¢45% demand for Central Administrati .

Sy Owgﬁch We seeé th® Ulfil1iment of our aspirations of
for Ladakh in h of Our.dreﬂmSo This demand as has been explai
reabuiiding Laca % ble vords €an alone . save that sensatlve
in the most unmistatg.e ;ecurity of which is intimately comnectel
and strategigrigea ond defence of the Country gt large and we
Pl méeha'ie%he vaei'nment of India will, in the éircumstanceg,
gﬁ?mo its hands the direct 2dministration of the area
before it is too late.

Thanking you,

Yours falthfully,
i & i e \ ‘-. ¢ el o

\

(THUPSTAN GHHEWANG) Advocate. (LAMA LOBZANG)

Chairman Action Committee General Secretary,

For CGentral Administration _Action Committee for

inL AD AKX H, : %entra% Admiﬁisgration in
A A .

Dated 25th March, 1974,
PCS Delhi,
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