*EXPREss NEWs SERVICE

zang, iwhich had led to'the’ cre‘atldn of
Cof the National, Commlssxon for srthe: Ladakh, Autohomous y;ll
'Scheduled Castes and Scheduled: 'DevelopmentCo' o

< Tribes, today demandéd separa
7 tion of Lad dakh from Jammu-and:z
# Kashmir and granting of Uni
;- territory status; - becoming”
- most semor;Buddhnst Jeader:

.53 Sourcs Say Buddh}'s ders
[rare likely 0 rénew theif d demand
A ?fOr separation. of Ladaklin the;
{wake of the sfate’s talks with the- " door-tp-door search forweapons,
Centre on aiitonomy. A delega-
| ition of the Ladakh Buddhist As: '
/Sociation (LBA) is likely o camp " nitelygoingtobe ysedagainstthe . 1
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Centre andthe state
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énd his supponto the cat
; tli,é‘Naylonal-

Ka,rgll lﬁtO:Leh to “change the -
emog?aphlc complexxoq of
region”H¢ also accuse thatthek‘ *
e bemg dfscnml.

i Hémked the; Qen’tre:to hand
~over the region| 10 the Atrny for

allegedly stockpiled by Kashmiri - | %
4 ihsurgerfts. «Thesearmsaredefi-

Delhi from the next week “to , Buddhlsts who don't even.pos- .-

PTCSS for the denfand. gess a gingle sword.” Lobzang *
The UTstatus demand had toldmcdlapersons P B
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N C govt antagomstlc;_;

towards Ladakhis,

it ﬂw e

SaYS Buddhlst leader:

New Delhl
BI0V

MINENT BUDDHIST leadér ' monks in Zanskar was part

Lama Lobzang today claimed

that the present disturbance -

in Ladakh was in retaliation by the

Farooq Abdullah government to -

the demand of Ladakhis for a sep-
arate Union territory status, -

Pointing out that the Buddhists of

Ladakh had always { maintaine

cordial relations with Muslims

communal tension in Leh follow-
..ing the killing of three Buddhist
of a
* conspiracy to divide ‘and rule the
Ladakhis on communal lines.
Lobzang also alleged that the
state government instead of nab-
bing the killers of the monks ‘has
« unleashed : police repression” in

,the area by arresting people

protesting against the incident.”
"' Meanwhile, the funeral of three

Lobzanig, a member of National' Buddhist monks, reéportedly killed

Commission for Scheduled Caste -

and © Scheduled. Tribe, told -

reporters “this is an antagonistic -
attitude of the staté government
towards the demand of Ladakhis
for Union territory status which
led to unfortunate incidents.” e

Stating that derogatory remarks
made by an uneducated office
bearer of the Ladakh Buddhist
Association against Holy Quran
was “in a bad taste and against sec-
ular fabric of the Himalayan
region”, he said “since then the

accused had been arrested there-

fore the action of Muslim commu-
nity was  excessive and
deplorable.” He said the Buddhist
community had no faith in the
state government and hence it was
the moral responsiblity of the
Centre to protect lives of minori-
ties in the Leh district.

Lobzang alleged that the ongoing

;' Association

by militarits in the Zanskar divi-

slon of Ladakh district on July 11,
‘will take place tomorrow axmdst

" tight security. -
The three monks fell prey to bul-

‘lets . ‘of ' militants at Rangdum

.'Monastery in Panikar area on
- Kargil- -Zanskar road on Tuesday

‘evening' and a monk who had

escaped the shooting had reported
‘the > matter ~ to police on
Wednesday. Lobzang said senior
office bearers of Ladakh Buddhist
and ~ Ladakh
monastery from Leh district had
left for the area to perfom the last
rites of the three monks,

He said elaborate security
arrangements had been made to
allow the proceedings smoothly.

Lobzang said & peace march by
the leaders of two communities
was also taken out last evening. .-
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| :El-c?dakh _Ieader rules out VIolence to get UT status™ |
ES ¢ 4 casefor Umon.temtoxy status for f”l‘he decrs:on of the Farooq Ab-

' NEW ek %
B DELHl JUNE 24 \, the “much neglected” region. - dullah government-to discuss the |
: LBAyouthwmgchrefLobzang “(autonomy) report has ‘uised " |

- Nyantak, during a protest rally in - turmoil in Ladakh,” he" _said,

ADAKHI Buddhlsts w:ll'

. not take up arms to press /| Leh on June 19, had stunned the - *adding th
i tlfor Union temtory status ‘mostly-Buddhlst crowd when he “‘the c%mni:}t'h:vgfggﬁs?s m&"; '
5 Lad akl:ul é‘eglon, .prominent/| - said that if the present trend con- bandh today on the lastdayofthe }
» e :ga er Lama Lobzang | tinued, Ladakhi youths wouldbe LBA-led week-long agitatiori co- .|
-5aid ‘A:rCt y.. f compelledtotakeupanns - inciding with the specralAssem ’i
r Buddhlsts especxally - He had regretted that desprte _ bly'sessionin Srinagar.. * -~ |
Ladakhls, cherrshing our age-old showmg unﬂmchmg loyalty to.the - : -“We havebeendnscrrmmated ‘
_-tradition, we can- - country and commg 10 nattonal : ,agamst and evenwctxmxsedbythe
‘not 'think ~ of - service during “all the "wars, ° state’government. If this contin- |
N OMY “armed struggle,”; _Ladakhis have been' subject to . ues; we fearthat the demographxc ‘
_ Lobzang told re- “discrimination: andvictimisation”. - pattern of:Ladakh would soon
‘porters, while re- - . Lama Lobzang also asked the' overshadow Buddhlsts,” ‘he |
. JOLEY acting .-to  the - Centre not ta restore the pre-1953 - ‘-";clarmed. el o
Ladakii ' Bud- . administrativestatus S theborder " The senior “monk’ dited in-
dhlsts Association (LBA) youth -state,sayingthat the greater auton- ﬁ’f‘j‘jstances ‘where the National Con-- |
.wing’s threat of picking up “AK- .. .omy report being discussed by the ferencé government had“manipu-" 1
"47s” for redressal of their decade- -~ Jammu and Kashmir Assembly  ‘lated” .matters in the: field of .|

‘old grievances. “Such statements-

from youth leadérs is Justamanner

of expressmg their protest he

said.
However, Lobzangﬁvho is also

a member of National Commrs- o

_sion for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tnbes, made a strong

‘would undérmine 'the’ cultural”
_identity of an “already neglected” :
“Himalayan terrain.. - ;
.~ The Ladakhi leaderlamented
_the fact that' the cultural com- " je
“monality’Ladakh lacked witli the:
- rest ot;the state.merited a Umon..‘

temtory status for the” regron

“politics, employment, education, |

. this happens through. matriage. .

financial assistanceetc. “We have

also proof tqshow that Buddlus‘;)s- ;
in the area are steadily being su
ected to conversfon. Of course,

But-it has connivance from the
state govemment, he added

“—‘

,n-\ -

o ;o



b Al Ll - e 3 LAY O T & 3 Y 1) N AL AL (A Nl 1 R e, TV PPV YR SN
e T B R e e i A e N o LA P VRS URV LT RPIPIN B R O TR AR B B VPO VR W SYAR W § ) S A P ry 1) (AT 2 2t L S B U BB R QBT L LV IAe TVR TS Y]
2w R

DAY Eder SR

Jaazeksd

LAST 6 Qv

—-_—

Qﬁj«\«\\s;

- vt woaniure -~

. - . suwuau 1020 1Nt nis grandfather was - < e 2PN
: ol
= == Lobzang bl tonomy demand Slle by,
_ ama Lobzang blasts autonomy deman Y, ha
; ' o . e : / ‘}i’y\) A
.mmu Ag
= Ladakh Buddhists to intensify &
mmed ; g B P
cert o ® . l Al '
= for U tory status 3
= STIr for Union Territory status ¢
e ——— Of Kargil Muslims towards the Bud- ~ Kargil,same was notdone in Leh dlis=.;; -~
:ast;:s“ﬂi i Brom B L.Kak -« g0 sts"glenuiné demand will not deter " frict, thereby deg:%ufggbapu@dhﬁ-x
,Ms: " NEW DELHIL June 24: Bud. usfrom pursuing e e R e “?“d“““ﬂ%ﬂ,; '
r, Mr.." dhists of Tadakh have planned to are determined to make Sacrifices for * to the tune.of Rs 4 crores annually. -7
T ant of Union Territory status to - Larna Lobzang urged the Govern- ¢!
1 Ba- intensify their ongoing agitation 8T degcisy e : idé d ;
1dMr- for grant of Union Territory status Ladakh”, he said. b ous diseritag m‘“:fg'?g"“ '}‘;{("é‘,’“s‘ “anlt’ fe; ‘plg
iewly to the trans-Himalayan region. _ Highlighting obvious h'S e mind Gy, £ie JGK Sgverumen of Jeh
lirect-  Formal announcement, in this re- tion against Buddhists in the services] greater autonomy or restoration o roc
e task gard, was madeby Lama Lobzang, Lama Lobzang regretted that only 4 pre-1953 position in the State. The ;0
: logi- a prominent leader of Ladakh and Ladakhi officers were inducted from situation in Ladakh, he said, had once. =,
member of National Commission the State services into IAS but all of - again become grim and serious over -
=] for Scheduled Castes and Sched- them were Muslims, He also regret- the issue. He also said.that the deci-
uled Tribes, on Saturday. ted that the same story of d;scnm!na- sion of the Farooq Apdullal! Govemn- _
New Delhi’s Constitution Club tion was to be found in the education- . ment to hold a special sessioh of the |
) was chosen as the venue for a hurried- = al field. ; . State Assembly to (discuss the State
ly-called press conference, where  The datamade available to the.Cen-{ autonomy ¢ommittee_report had -
. Lama Lobzang warned that the entire tral Government by the aggrieved caused a “turmoil” in Ladakh region.
country will have to face traumatic Buddhists revealed that the number Ba—
events if’the “victimised” Buddhists of seats reserved for Ladakh inengi- |  Binny Koulbags
ng of Ladakh were allowed to get “fin- - neering courses was 8, out of which 7 o BRY o g e &
ide | ishedinaphased manneratthe hands Wentto Muslims and justone toBud& Pprizein ]etter _ |
of those who want to drastically alter - dhist community during 1997-98 an ege | St Ykt B
' ’T)or the demographic characicr of themost  1998-99. During those years, six seats Wl‘ltlll compet.tion g
[ sensitive region™, " . in the MBBS course went to Mus- :
Asserting that the Buddhist com-, lims and only two to Buddhists. In Excel;tarCanesppndem 5.
the | munity constituted a “clear majority” . :the polytechnic at Leh, 23 Muslims - | - JAMM »June24: BinnyKoul, } G
in Ladakh, Lama Lobzang held the - Were admitted in April 2000 while ' | a student o class-VIII of Dewan | ¢
ven | Govemment policy responsible for “the number of Buddhist students ad- | Badrinath Wi he
~+| "very fast” changes in the demograph- mitted was only 2. . . * . | selected for\consolation prize of | -
ic pattern of Ladakh.-And hispredic- - Another area of contention, | 29th Unive A
| tion: In the near future, Muslims are Lama Lobzang pointed out, was writing completition. B
iser) | likely to overshadow Buddhists, His conversion of 24 Buddhist girls of The comgletition was held on
‘rust | demand: Concerted measures forpre- Leh district to Islam. The 1992 January 9, 20§0. Binny is the only o
1201 | serving Buddhist culture and heritage. agreement between the Ladakh girl selected fiom the State. J
———t, Le;]ma Lobzang cited instances of Buddhist Association and the Lada- w = = A i
+ what he termed as “political manipu- .kh Muslim Association, he re- arm far :
:‘I;LC':(E) lation ?’ tl;_e (J’&K Government to called, opposed cqnversl’ons.. He - tiri - ewe“ tO tat:i
Support his findings with regard to deplored that in Kargil district, too, retiri ica :
m the ‘:Very fast” ch§nges inhis home- as many as 72 Buddhist boys and ll thSlcal ‘h-e‘
b= land sdemographic character. Hisse- girls had been converted to Islam. instr ctor i
ncies, | Fious 'allcgan_on:. thers’ list was in- These conversions, he alleged, had ‘ tebs
i, ﬂ"‘g‘es ";"!(W"_dlsmch where, accord-  also been facilitated by official con- . Excelsior Co\respondent A
-T.8. 0 him, minors were allowed to mivance and political intrigue b a ' 'ng >
Cast votes in the Lok Sabha elections. “particular clall)ss of soclety.g . X - —MMMU’—E@"-- 4: A warm and . of M
It Is not unknown that Zanskar Lama Lobzang charged the J&K touching farewell wa accorded toMr  deci
suh-dlvlslop of Kargil district is Government with giving preferential K L Kotwal (Physical .ln.structor) by Mel
almost entirely Buddhist. But to treatment to Muslims i ... the office of the Diyvisional Youth on Ji
prevent 3 B ent to Muslims in Leh district Services and Sports Office, Jammu. bhan
nt a Buddhist from getting' .by way of generous grants and sanc- o vro oo PO ) » ‘
clected to the State Assembly from tions to Muslim institutions, o his attaining age of superannua-  the g1
Zanskar Assembly constituency, - mosques, etc > tionrecently. Co 10,0
Lama Lobzang alleged, three pat- He also deplored that during the __ASPET3 iy i il
wari circles of Kargil sub-division 8 "1¢ occasion Mrs Veena Bakshi, Divi- ther
Were tagged on ¢ » current year both Leh and Kargil dis- _. | Youth Services and S isit
inl 2 cyz o the Zanskar con. tricts got equal funds, Rs 42 crores ?onaj °"u ree::h:;t POHE Of} Vist
. o . ficer Jammu, rov
Lama Lobzang adm; cach, though Leh dlstrl.ct was thrice Mr Kotwal who h o ervites o ﬁ .
offca | 1: : itted that Mus- 5% T Kotwal who has pdt in over 40 tlers
po. | limmajority of Kargil district dig FEFI Anca t.ha_n Kargil disrict, The years service in the depdrtment part:
shing | SUPport the Buddhists® demand ?‘Ot pazit Commission, he pointed out, A memento was alsc presen'ted to tom
Oratt | Union Territo Stary or had recommended creation of 2 new 7] D < e
G'Mk region of Ladakh, “| S 10 the entire  blocks each in the two district, but theretiriog offjoal oy fie-Diviaioual Jai
refo ndi : g ishing hi :
" x crentattitude - whereas 2 blocks had been opened in Officer wishing him picysant and hap-
of a | F— - T - Py post-retirement age. , d"
Other ny et \a "
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| %_.adakhi leader.
‘cautions Centre
against autonomy

" By Our Spec{a'l Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 24. A prominent
leader of Ladakh and member of
“National Commission for Sched-
uled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes, Mr. Lama Lobzang, has
cautioned ' the Centre, against
considering any ‘demand for
greater autonomy for *Jammu
and’ Kashmir without " consider-
" ing the long- pending demand of
the people of Ladakiffor Union
Territory status. ’--‘J“”jf’-; pintiodly
In a statement here; Mr. Lama
Lobzang said the Farooq Abdul- .
lah Government’s.' decision - to _
have a special session of the State w
Assembly to discuss the Autono- [
| my Committee report has caused |
\a turmoil in Ladakh region.. ; \

', He said there was nothing
‘common between the Ladakh re*

gion and the rest of the State in

all matters — language,’ culture,

food habits and level of develop-

ment. He said the demand of the
Ladakhis for Union Territory sta-

tus was fully justified and was
‘imperative to preserve Buddhist ;
(Culture and heritage, ! ! B
" He alleged discrimination
. against the Buddhists in Govern-

ment services, educational insti-
tutions and financial assistance.

He also said the State Govern-

ment was giving preferential
treatment to Muslims in Leh dis-

trict by way of grants and'sanc-

tions. ,

Mr. Lama Lobzang - claimed

that recent' conversion of 24
Buddhist girls of Leh district to

Islam by allurement was against

the 1992 agreement between the
Ladakh Buddhist- Association

and the Ladakh Muslim Associ-
-ation. In-Kargil district too, he ~
said, 72 Buddhist boys and girls
had been converted to Islam.
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- ‘Peaceful struggle
_for Ladakh’s UT

status to continue’

“THE 'BUDDHIST leaders have
ruled out any armed struggle to
press for Union Territory (UT) sta-
tus for Ladakh, but cautioned the | |

. Centre pot to concede the Jammu ,
and  Kashmir = Government’s | |
demand for restoration of the pre-
1953 position in the State.” ™

** Addressing a Press conference | |,
.. here on Saturday, prominent i
 Buddhist leader Lama '
said the people of Ladakh would
continue their peaceful agitation -
until’ the Centreaccepted the | ||
demand for UT ’status for' the’
region. - o ASMEC.
Referring "to . -“the * .Ladakh
‘Buddhist ~ Association - Youth | |
Wing’s threat of picking up“arms
for redressal of their age-old griey-
ances, Lama Lobzang said, “Such
statement. from youth leaders‘is
- just a manner of expressing their |/
. _protest.” HTC, New Dejhi |*
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Ladakh firm |
on fight for

= —

B LA

UT status

Plonaer News Servlco
New Delhi

. STATING THAT Ladakh would
never agree to remain with
‘Jammu&Kashmir if the: Centre
‘conceded autonomy, senior leader
.and member of the National
. Commission for Scheduled Castes
and . Scheduled Tribes ‘Lama
" Lobzang expressed anguish at the -
greater autonomy resolution
| adapted by, the Jammu - and
: Kashm:.r Legislative. Assembly., :
- Ladakh is determined to free it-
.self from, the clutches, of - ‘the
. National Confergnce Covermnent
 and carry on iis struggle for Union
Temtory status Lama. Lobzang
lini'ormed on Tuesday. . . .5
.+ Urging. the Prime. Mmlster to
_adopt a firni attitude towards a an-
'ti-national ‘people, Mr_Lobzang
“cautiotied the Ceritre against the
‘dangers" “of acceding 10'; ‘qf ;
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Buddhst leader |
raps Farooq Govt

BUDDHIST LEADER Lama
Lobzang on Saturday claimed that -
the present disturbances in Ladakh
were triggered by the Farooq .
Government's opposition to the
demand for a separate Union
Territory status for the region.

Mr Lobzang, a member of
National Commission for
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes, said: "The antagonistic atti-
tude of the State towards the
demand of Ladakhis led to the
unfortunate incidents."

While admitting that derogatory
remarks made by an un-educated
office-bearer of the Ladakh Budd- -
hist body against the Holy Quran
were "in bad taste and against sec-
ular fabric' of the -Himalayan
region", Lobzang said: "The
accused has since been arrested.
But reaction of Muslim community
.| was deplorable." HTC, New Delhi
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Ladakh Buddhlsts

~ step up agltatmn

HT COrrespondent
New Delhi, June 28

THE LADAKH Buddhist Asso-
‘ciation (LBA) has intensified its
agitation following the resolution
passed by the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly demanding
greater autonomy for the State.

- According to reports reaching
here from Leh, normal life was
completely paralysed in Ladakh
today following the LBA-spon-
sored bandh. Business establish-
ments, government offices and
educational institutions remained
closed while vehicles were off the
road in Leh and its adjacent
areas.

Buddbhists, who form 85 per cent

-""t.v‘-’

of Leh district's populatxon, have

status for Ladakh.

1 :
. Former MP P. Namgyal said

that Jammu and Kashmir could
revert to the pre-1953 position
only after separating Ladakh an

~ Jammu from the Valley.

.Expressing concern over the
autonomy resolution, member of |
the National Commission: for !

Ladakh would not remain a part-

of the State if the Centre conced-

ed the State Government's
demand.

The LBA will hold rallies and:
demonstration 'in the region to-
press for their demand.

o —

i .

~ been demanding Union Territory |-

i
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled {
‘Tribes, Lama Lobzang said that-
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